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Program Notes 
 

A Cowboy In Space is a work composed to describe a lone wolf in a vast galaxy and the grandeur therein. 

Inspired by the essence of The Mandalorian, the work is designed to blend into the context of the Star Wars 

universe, yet also function as a powerful and energetic piece within a multitude of musical programs. Though I do 

not distinctively quote any melodic or motivic content from the original Star Wars trilogy, the prequels, the 

sequels, or The Mandalorian televised series, I draw from their established stylistic approaches regarding 

orchestration and personality to synthesize a new entry into this unique musical entity. This work was 

commissioned by the Irving Symphony Orchestra in Irving, Texas as part of the SMU Student Composer in 

Residence program for the 2021 academic year. I am honored to have the opportunity to share my excitement for 

the series through a contribution of musical content, and I am grateful to have created a versatile work to be 

premiered by a versatile orchestra. 

  
 
 
 

Instrumentation 
 
1 Piccolo  

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

1 English Horn 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

 

4 Horns in F 

4 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

1 Bass Trombone 

1 Tuba 

 

Timpani 

Percussion 1: Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel 

Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Large Tam-Tam, Triangle 

Percussion 3: Bass Drum 

 

Harp 

 

1st Violins 

2nd Violins 

Violas 

Cellos 

Contrabasses 
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